INTEGRATED LEARNING UNIT

By Erin Dinneen, Secondary Library Media Specialist and Teri Cardinal, Spanish Teacher
Clinton Central School District, 75 Chenango Ave., Clinton, NY 13323

UNIT TITLE
Que Pasa? Current Events in Spanish-Speaking Countries

RATIONALE/OVERVIEW OF UNIT

U.S. newspapers report on U.S. news, and include foreign reporting primarily in context with
U.S. events or foreign policy. The general population has no way to actually view or assess the

news from other countries around the world.

Since the study of Foreign Language includes cultural knowledge as well as the ability to speak
the language, students need ready and easy access to news sources covering other countries.

Every student will adopt ONE country and become the ‘resident expert’ in class on matters
pertaining to that country by doing a weekly current event report concerning news in that

country.

Content Knowledge (Declarative)

Skills Addressed (Procedural)

Students will increase cultural knowledge of a

specific country in the following areas:

Students will be able to :

= Politics

Categorize information

= Sports

Compare information categories from week
to week to draw conclusions about
‘adopted’ country and analyze on-going
events in specific country

=  Health

Compare life in ‘adopted’ country to life in
other Spanish-speaking countries

= Religion

Project over time what might happen in
certain events, such as elections or sports

=  Weather

Appraise situations in their ‘adopted’
country and predict impact on other
countries

= National holidays/events

Use previously learned PowerPoint skills to
create a presentation

= Arts and leisure

= QOther

ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S)

How can we learn about life in other cultures on a fairly regular basis?

What constitutes good, reliable, unbiased news?

How do cultures which use the same target language vary in culture and customs?




TECHNOLOGY COMPONENT

The Clinton Central School Home Page/Media Center/Academic Subjects/Spanish will lead to
pre-selected English-speaking newspapers on each of 20 countries, encompassing Spain, the
Caribbean, North America, Central America, and South America. The address is:

http://www.ccs.edu/mediacenter/languages.htm

Students will use a word processor to report on their countries weekly, and will develop a
PowerPoint Presentation as a culminating experience at the end of the academic year.

CONNECTION TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS

LOTE Standard 2: Students will develop cross-cultural skills and understandings.

Key Ideas:

= Students will draw comparisons between the Spanish-speaking country they have adopted,
and compare that information with life as they know it in the United States

= Students will recognize that there are important linguistic and cultural differences among
groups that speak the same target language, Spanish.

Performance Indicators:

= Students can confer with other students to produce clear comparisons and contrasts of every
day life in the various Spanish=speaking parts of the world: Spain, the Caribbean, North
America, South America and Central America.

CONNECTION TO SCOPE & SEQUENCE
25 — Be able to take simple notes
26 — List works cited in MLA format
37 — Use multi-media software for presentation of synthesized material
40 — Analyze and synthesize information gathered from an online news source

CONNECTION TO AASL INFORMATION LITERACY STANDARDS

Standard 2: The student who is information literate evaluates information critically and
competently.

Key Ideas:
= Distinguish among fact, point of view, and opinion

Performance Indicators:
= Define or give examples of the terms “accuracy”, “relevance” and “comprehensiveness.”
= Recognize fact, opinion and point of view in various information sources.



LAUNCH ACTIVITY

¢ Assign each student one of twenty Spanish-speaking countries as his/her ‘adopted’ country
for the year.

¢ Have each student read the first section of several newspapers (Syracuse Post-Standard,
Utica Observer Dispatch, USA Today, Wall Street Journal, New York Times) to see what
current information is available on their country.

¢ Have students pair up and discuss their findings with each other for two minutes.

¢ Have each pair report out to the class what information they could find out. What conclusions
can students make concerning world news reporting by U.S. papers?

¢ Students will then be directed to the computer lab, where they will be introduced to pre-
selected newspapers entirely about each “adopted’ country. At this level (beginning) students
will only be asked to read in English. The newspapers have been researched and added to the
school website by the Secondary School Library Media Specialist, who will also check
periodically to make sure links stay ‘live.’

LEARNING EXPERIENCES/ACTIVITIES/OPPORTUNITIES FOR
ASSESSMENT - BE SURE TO INCLUDE READING/WRITING TASKS

Students will read and record a current event in their adopted country at least once a week, and
will keep a log of events for each month, culminating in a brief monthly oral report to the class.

CULMINATING ASSESSMENT

A “Year in Review” news report, utilizing PowerPoint software, will be produced by each
student, thereby giving all students in the class a greater variety and understanding of what
has been happening in Spanish-speaking countries across the world.

INSTRUCTIONAL MODIFICATIONS

» Visuals should be included with each current event when possible to assist in understanding
for those students who are primarily visual learners.

= Question and answers should be encouraged so that auditory learners can clarify news items
and increase understanding.

= [dentify students who do not have PowerPoint skills for individual or small group instruction.

= (lassroom instructor will choose methods for pairing students



UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

2 days prep time for teacher and Library Media Specialist to design lesson, look up
websites and load them into Front Page for website.

15 hours during the year to verify that websites are live — LMS.
1 day — Early October, in the Media Center, for introduction to website and assignment.

Current events are to be chosen each week starting the first week in October. Current
Event Logs will be checked once a month, when students write a monthly news update
PowerPoint presentations will be due in Mid-May.

Once a month, in the Current Event Log, students should compare the events happening in
their country to events happening in the U.S.

5 days will be necessary for the 5S-minute PowerPoint Presentations in May for a total of 5
students per day, with a class load of 25 students. An extra day may be required for make-
ups.

REFLECTION

Since this Unit has not been presented in class at this time, reflection will come at the end of
the first lesson, and periodic checks with the teachers and students will be necessary on a
monthly basis to make sure the project maintains momentum.

This unit should be adaptable for any language classroom, at any level. As students become
more proficient in a language, they should be assigned both oral and written news reports
in their specific studied language.






