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340 EARN CTE COMPLETION CERTIFICATES

MOBOCES awarded 
340 certificates this 

year to area seniors who 
completed 19 one-year and 
two-year CTE programs.

District Superintendent 
Jackie Starks gave the 
keynote address, telling 
students how proud she is 
that 2/3 of this year’s class 
earned a national industry 
credential in their field of 
study, something that will 
set them apart from other 
high school graduates. 

This year’s student 
speakers were: Elizabeth 
Hallenbeck, Early 
Childhood Education, 
Rome; Harry Jones, 
Engineering Science, 
Oneida; and Rose Pitman, 
New Visions Professions, 
VVS. 

Students who led the 
Pledge of Allegiance were: 
Jasmine Coston, Equine 
and Animal Science, 
Oneida; Raven Richardson, 
Health Related Careers, 
Camden; and Cody 
Hughes, Criminal Justice, VVS.

In addition, 55 graduating seniors received special awards and 
scholarships during the 2nd annual CTE Senior Awards Ceremony. 
They represented eight area school districts and 16 CTE programs.

This year, 26 organizations and civic groups presented awards. 
Auto Technology student Wyatt Carroll, of Madison, received 
this year’s new award – the Tappet Twirlers Automotive Club 
Scholarship.

This year, the Senior Awards Ceremony included the annual 
Industry Awards of Excellence. These awards are presented to top 
students in each program by a business and industry partner. The 
12 Industry Award recipients represented Camden, Canastota, 
Morrisville-Eaton, Oneida, Rome, Stockbridge Valley and VVS. 

Career and Technical Education
CBOE STUDENTS CELEBRATE COMMENCEMENT

Six students from the Community Based Occupational 
Education Program celebrated the end of their high school 

careers on June 14 during a commencement ceremony with 
friends, family and faculty. 

Michael Bono, a graduate from Morrisville-Eaton, addressed 
the crowd with a speech about his experience in CBOE. He 

is the first student 
from MOBOCES 
to participate in the 
Employment Training 
Program, which allows 
qualifying special 
education students to 
work outside of school 
and earn a paycheck as 
part of their education.

Michael plans to 
continue his employment at Denny’s following graduation.  

Other graduating students include Cameron Moore from 
Oneida, Kelcey McDonough from Stockbridge Valley, Rochelle 
Fox and Dominika Pociecha from Rome, and Kalista Cornell 
from Cazenovia.

18 COMPLETE ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM

Eighteen high school 
seniors from the 

MOBOCES Alternative 
Education High School 
were recognized June 4 as 
candidates for graduation 
from their home school 
districts.

This year’s senior class 
members are from Camden, 
Canastota, Rome, Oriskany 
and Utica. 

Program leaders also 
recognized a number of 
students with special awards 
and honors for their academic 
achievement. These students 
were from: Camden, 
Canastota, Hamilton, 
Rome, Whitesboro and Utica.

Alternative and Special Education



Adult and Continuing Education
PANEL ADDRESSES WORKPLACE EXPECTATIONS

Adult and Continuing Education held its 2nd Annual Health 
Care Panel at Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES in New 

Hartford on May 22. The professional panel featured an array of 
individuals from all corners of the health care spectrum, and the 
audience was made up of Phlebotomy, Licensed Practical Nurse 
and Certified Nurse Aid students.  

The panelists participated in a two-hour session designed 
to engage the students and encourage them to ask realistic 
questions about their chosen health care fields. Through this 
event, the health care professionals on the panel were able 
to connect with students who are about to enter the field and 
educate them on workplace expectations, industry standards and 
employment opportunities available at their facilities.  

POPPLE PRESENTS AT STATE MATH WORKSHOPS

Staff Development Specialist Jody Popple gave her final 
statewide presentation on the Next Generation Math Standards 

on June 8 in New York City. 
Throughout the year, Jody has been part of a team of math 

specialists working with NYSED on the rollout of the new 
standards. She previously presented in Saratoga and Rochester. She 
delivers the crosswalk portion of the presentation, which highlights 
changes between Common Core and Next Generation standards.

For teachers and administrators unable to attend one of the full-
day conferences, NYSED is posting presentation materials online.

Staff and Curriculum Development

Regional Information Center
MORIC CONDUCTS LEADERSHIP CONSULTATION 

MORIC leadership has spent several months this spring 
facilitating an instructional technology leadership 

consultation in the Hoosic Valley Central School District. The 
work is being conducted at the request of the district, which is 
part of Questar III BOCES, and NERIC.

Maria Rocker, Coordinator for Technology Leadership and 
Innovation, and Educational IT Leader John-Henry Lane have 
been leading the project. They conducted visioning sessions 
with district faculty, administration and technology committee 
members, discussing their ideal classroom, technologies and 
resources. The technology committee then developed goals and 
an action plan to strive toward their vision over the next three 
years.

District goals included a focus on utilizing technology 
to support student-centered learning and engagement; 

implementing effective 
and continuous 
professional 
development for 
teachers; and ensuring 
access to quality 
infrastructure and 
innovative classroom 
technologies to support 
ongoing instructional 
innovation.  

PRE-K CELEBRATES MOVING UP TO KINDERGARTEN

Families at all four 
MOBOCES pre-

kindergarten site were 
invited to end-of-year 
celebrations in June. 
More than 200 students 
performed songs and 
demonstrated skills they 
have learned during 
the year. Following the 
performances, families 
had a chance to have 
lunch or a snack together 
and play outside or in 
the classroom. Pre-k 
programs are located at 
Canastota, Morrisville-
Eaton, Oneida and 
Stockbridge Valley. 

Early Childhood Education

Management Services
FARM TO SCHOOL CELEBRATES FRESH WEEK

MOBOCES Farm to School Coordinator Tiffany McConn 
collaborated with VVS Social Worker Christina Ballard and 

Family Consumer Science Teacher Elissa Widomski to coordinate 
a week-long Fresh Week for students and staff at VVS Middle 
School. 

The event included a variety of food-themed and health-related 
events to expose students to local foods, including sampling local 
greens and beans, making homemade smoothies, and food truck 
wars. Students also participated in fitness relays, a “smart fresh 
bingo” in the cafeteria, 
and planted vegetables in 
ice cream cones that they 
could then take home to 
plant in their garden.

Fresh Week led up to 
the Local Food Day on 
May 31. Tiffany and VVS 
joined in the event, which 
was organized locally 
by Cornell Cooperative 
Extension and Oneida 
BOCES.

SLS AWARDS CONTINUING EDUCATION GRANTS

The School Library System recently awarded a Continuing 
Education grant to Camden school librarian Shelley 

Delosh. She used the grant to enroll in an online course on 
“Introduction to Robotics and Coding and Dash and Dot.” The 
course will help support Shelley’s STEAM activities in the 
McConnellsville Elementary School library. After the course is 
completed, Shelley will share some of her resulting lesson plans 
and programming ideas with other librarians and educators in 
the region. 

In addition, SLS awarded eight Continuing Education 
grants to allow area librarians to attend the New York Library 
Association Section of School Librarians annual conference on 
Long Island in May. Those grant recipients were from Camden, 
Madison and Rome. 

Center for Instructional Support


