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March FYI continued on back...

STUDENTS PRESENT HEALTHY HEART DAY

Health Related Careers students organized a Healthy Heart 
Day for CTE students and staff on February 7. Students 

created stations where their peers could learn more about heart 
health and maintaining 
a healthy lifestyle. 
These interactive 
stations included 
CPR demonstrations, 
breathing simulators 
to show the impact of 
smoking on the body, 
guessing the amount of 
sugar in common drinks 
and a 3-D viewer of a 
human heart. 

HRC students 
created visual display 
boards and developed 
an informational 
presentation that other 
teachers could use in 
their own classrooms 
after the event was over. 

21 STUDENTS QUALIFY FOR SKILLSUSA STATES

Twenty-one CTE students have qualified for the New York 
State SkillsUSA Competition after finishing in the top 3 of 

their competitions at the Area II Regionals event on February 8. 
The students represent seven CTE programs, seven component 
districts and 14 SkillsUSA competitions. 

Of the 21 winners, eight finished in first place in their 
categories, four finished in second place and five finished 
in third place, including, and the group includes two teams. 
They represent Camden, Canastota, Hamilton, Madison, 

Morrisville-
Eaton, Rome and 
Vernon-Verona-
Sherrill.

The state 
competition will be 
held in April at the 
NYS Fairgrounds 
in Syracuse.

Career and Technical Education
MOBOCES, ARC PARTNER ON NEW PROGRAM 

The Alternative and Special Education division has begun 
a new partnership with The Arc of Madison Cortland. The 

new Roadway to Employment program is a transition initiative 
for special needs students. Through the program, two transition 
specialists from The Arc will work with eligible students with 
developmental disabilities who are aging out of school to help 
them develop and prepare for post-secondary goals. These goals 
could include securing employment, preparing for college or 
enrolling in vocational services. 

MOBOCES is the first partner in this program, which The Arc 
developed with grant support.

The Transition Specialists’ support could include connecting 
students with community agencies, reviewing their employability 
profile, working with 
teachers and parents, 
contacting colleges 
about program 
requirements, and 
helping to identify 
students’ skills, 
strengths, interests and 
goals. 

Alternative and Special Education

Management Services
RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICE EARNS RECOGNITION 

Utica National Insurance Group has recognized MOBOCES 
and its Risk Management Service with a 2019 School Safety 

Excellence Award, Titanium with Honors level. This is the highest 
level of recognition in Utica National’s annual safety awards 
program. This is the 10th consecutive year that MOBOCES has 
received this honor. Risk Management Specialist Jack Angrisano 
will accept the award for MOBOCES during the 39th annual 
School Safety Seminar in East Syracuse on March 19.

The school safety program helps participating schools and 
BOCES enhance their overall 
safety through measurable 
assessments in 14 categories 
ranging from bullying 
prevention to playground 
safety. Jack provides service 
in these areas to all nine 
component districts.



SLS AWARDS GRANTS TO SVCS, VVS LIBRARIANS

The School Library System has awarded two new Expanding 
Our Students’ World mini-grants to librarians in the Stock-

bridge Valley and Vernon-Verona-Sherrill districts. These 
grants support school-based initiatives to engage students in a 
virtual or digital communication experience to enhance learning 
and encourage collaboration.

Elizabeth Collins, the librarian at J.D. George Elementary 
School, plans to collaborate with fourth-grade teacher MaryKay 
McAndrew on a student research project. All fourth graders will 
be completing research about animal adaptations specific to their 
habitats and presenting projects to their classmates. To further 
their research, the teacher and librarian will set up a Skype meet-
ing with an animal expert to help answer students’ questions and 
provide additional information about the concept of adaptations. 
To prepare, students and staff will brainstorm questions and out-
line the information they are looking for, and they will complete 
reflections on the experience afterward.

Amanda Ingalls, the librarian in Stockbridge Valley, will collab-
orate with first grade teachers Lindsey Taylor and Nicole Byron 
on an astronomy lesson called Postcards From Space. Through 
the grant, first graders will take a virtual field trip into space with 
non-fiction author Alexandra Siy to explore planets, see NASA 
imagery and learn how the author conducts research about space. 
Students will then use FlipGrid to write about what they learned 
about space, what they learned about writing non-fiction, and 
what they liked about Skyping with an author.

Staff and Curriculum Development

Adult and Continuing Education
BCCE CONTINUES ADULT COSMETOLOGY TRAINING

The Adult & Continuing Education Licensed Cosmetology 
program, located at OHM BOCES, continues to 

train individuals to take the New York State Appearance 
Enhancement Licensing Exam. The 1,000-hour program 
operates year round, with start dates in both the spring and 
fall. Participates receive extensive hands-on training as well as 
classroom instruction on the theory of cosmetology, operating a 
business and interacting with clients. 

Each week, the class hosts a salon night, which allows 
students to provide authentic hair, nail and skin services to 
members of the public under the supervision of their instructor 
as well as practice their customer service skills.

Regional Information Center
ROME CONDUCTS GOOGLE AI PROJECT   

Instructional 
Technology 

Specialist Heather 
Bagnall is working 
with Rome Free 
Academy teachers on 
a Google AI project 
using AutoDraw, 
GoogleDraw and 
Google Sheets. The 
project’s goal is to 
help students become 
content creators rather 
than just consumers, 
and it introduced them 
to digital citizenship 
and internet safety. 

During the project, 
students in grades 
9-11 wrote their own Pourquoi stories, created blackout poetry, and 
applied comprehension lenses to literature. Students were also able 
to explore assistive applications to identify their personal strengths, 
career clusters that match their personalities, and college, career or 
military pathways available to them. 

Teachers learned to quickly customize creative writing, 
comprehension, poetry, and storytelling lesson plans to better 
serve each child. Teachers have said students are more engaged in 
the curriculum and classroom activities by increasing technology 
integration opportunities.

SVCS PRE-K HOSTS SWEETHEART BRUNCH

MOBOCES pre-k classes 
at Stockbridge Valley 

held their annual Sweetheart 
Brunch on Valentine’s Day. 
Parents, grandparents and 
special adults were invited 
to school to help students 
deliver cards to their friends 
and enjoy a light breakfast. 
Parents then visited 
classroom learning centers 
to see what their children are 
working on this month. 

Early Childhood Education


