
FYI: From Our Board to Yours

May 2019

Madison-Oneida
Board of Cooperative Educational Services

Madison-Oneida
Board of Cooperative Educational Services

Celebrating 50 ye�s 
1968-2018 

Celebrating 50 ye�s 
1968-2018 

LeadPartnerInnovateExcel

LeadPartnerInnovateExcel

Madison-Oneida
Board of Cooperative Educational Services

Madison-Oneida
Board of Cooperative Educational Services

Celebrating 50 ye�s 
1968-2018 

Celebrating 50 ye�s 
1968-2018 

LeadPartnerInnovateExcel

LeadPartnerInnovateExcel

May FYI continued on back...

112 STUDENTS JOIN TECHNICAL HONOR SOCIETY

MOBOCES inducted a record 112 high school seniors into 
its chapter of the National Technical Honor Society on 

March 27. The inductees were from 17 Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs and nine area high schools. They 

represent the top 10% of 
the CTE senior class and 
are part of an elite group 
of NTHS members 
statewide.

NTHS is an honor 
society recognizing 
excellence in career and 
technical education. 
To join the honor 
society, students must 
be nominated by 
their teachers, carry a 
minimum 3.0 grade point 
average, demonstrate 
excellence in their CTE 
program and participate 
in extracurricular 
activities at BOCES and/
or their home school. 
NTHS membership is 
a distinction achieved 
by only 3-4% of CTE 
students nationwide.

NTHS chapter 
co-advisers Katie 
Ragozzino and 

Stephenie Vasquez led the ceremony, with support from Joanne 
Saya. CTE teachers presented students from their programs with 
their honor cords and certificates.

Eight student representatives helped lead the ceremony 
– Kassidy Allen, Camryn Sullivan and Ashlee Gilbert of 
Camden; Joanna Musacchio of Canastota; Gabriel Camp of 
Morrisville-Eaton; Garrett Craft of Rome; Alana Murphy and 
Katelyn Lanz of VVS. Kendall Dust, of VVS led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Career and Technical Education Adult and Continuing Education
BCCE CASE MANAGER RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE

New York State Women, 
Inc., a professional 

association for women, 
has recognized BCCE staff 
member Lillie Savage for 
her service to education in 
the Mohawk Valley. She was 
one of seven area women to 
receive a Woman of the Year 
Award at the agency’s annual 
banquet on April 2. 

Lillie is a case manager at 
the Utica ACCESS Site, supporting adult learners in high school 
equivalency, ESL and other programs. 

She was nominated by Lucretia Hunt, the TASC testing 
coordinator at the Utica ACCESS Site. In her nomination, 
Lucretia said Lillie has helped members of her community grow 
and better themselves in many ways, including: through work 
with Head Start, her work providing mentorship and counseling 
through her church and other community organizations, and 
through her work at BOCES assisting adults without a diploma, 
low-income adults, and non-native English speakers.

YOGA WORKSHOP OFFERS BEHAVIOR STRATEGIES

Occupational Therapist Catherine Bird organized a unique 
professional development opportunity on March 21 for 

MOBOCES speech, physical and occupational therapists and 
adaptive physical education teachers. They participated in a full-
day workshop on “Yoga to Improve Sensory Self-Regulation and 
Motor Skills in Kids” led by Pesi, a continuing education provider 
that focuses on courses for therapists. 

Through the workshop, participants learned more about sensory 
techniques and motor skills development to support special needs 
students. Teachers have 
already begun utilizing 
some of the techniques 
with students to help 
improve their focus 
and task completion 
skills, which will 
carry over into their 
classrooms as well. 

Alternative and Special Education



Regional Information Center
MORIC SUPPORTS LOCAL NYSED VIDEO PROJECT   

MORIC recently worked with a team from NYSED to help 
coordinate a video production about educational technology. 

Maria Rocker and Town of Webb district officials hosted NYSED’s 
video team in late March to showcase some of the innovative ways 
they are using technology to enhance student learning experiences. 
Some of these highlights included Lego Robotics, Engineering, 3D 
printing, bus wifi and a student technology help desk.

NYSED has not yet set a date for releasing the video, which will 
be shared on social media.

SVCS HOSTS FAMILY RODEO NIGHT

The pre-k program at Stockbridge Valley CSD hosted a 
family rodeo night on March 26. The parents and children 

dressed like cowboys and cowgirls and worked their way through 
literacy and math stations. These included a letter round-up 
where children had to collect letters in their buckets, a reading 
and puzzle area, farm riddles, farm animal math, and stamping. 
Students could also ride a toy horse to practice their gross motor 
skills. The event ended with family songs around a “campfire.” 

CANASTOTA FAMILIES ATTEND MATH NIGHT

The pre-k program at Canastota CSD hosted a family 
math night on March 27, allowing students an opportunity 

to practice and demonstrate their math skills to parents and 
grandparents. Games and activities focused on counting 1-10, 
number identification, shape identification, using objects to 
represent numbers, using shapes to create something recognizable, 
and understanding the relationship between numeral and quantity.

Early Childhood Education

Management Services
PERSONNEL DIRECTOR PRESENTS AT CONFERENCE 

Personnel and Certification Director Lee Farrell recently 
presented to aspiring administrators from the region 

during the Goal Conference on March 20. Lee and her 
counterparts from Oneida and Herkimer BOCES spoke with 
conference participants about college programs in Educational 
Administration and certification requirements for school 
administrators. 

A number of college representatives attended the event to 
provide more specific information to interested participants. 

Those colleges 
include 
College of St. 
Rose, SUNY 
Cortland, SUNY 
Oswego, SUNY 
Stonybrook 
and The Sage 
Colleges. 

SLS AWARDS GRANT TO MCALLISTER ELEMENTARY

The School Library System has awarded an Expanding Our 
Students’ World mini-grant to Jackie Buzzard, librarian at 

McAllister Elementary School in the VVS district. These grants 
support school-based initiatives to engage students in a virtual 
or digital communication experience to enhance learning and 
encourage collaboration.

Jackie will be collaborating with third grade teachers Gina 
Castilla and Dan Relyea on a social studies projects about 
communities. Over the course of about three weeks, students 
will talk about different types of communities and then take 
virtual field trips to those places to experience life these. They 
will then work on post-trip activities to help reinforce skills in 
geography, culture, the environment, inquiry and collaboration.

This grant is part of a year-long region-wide initiative to 
increase student engagement and collaboration between school 
librarians and classroom teachers to enhance the curriculum. 

PRESENTER DISCUSSES READING STRATEGIES

The Center for Instructional Support hosted a presentation for 
school librarians, teachers and curriculum specialists led by 

Kathleen Odean, a nationally-known youth literature expert, on 
April 10. She shared some of the best new young adult books in 
fiction, nonfiction and poetry categories. She also shared strate-
gies, activities, resources and ideas to help promote reading and 
integrate books into the curriculum. 

Kathleen was a librarian for 17 years before moving into her 
current role in higher 
education. She has been 
featured on “The Today 
Show” for her book 
guides. She has also 
served as chairperson 
of the Newberry Award 
Committee and a 
member of the Caldecott 
Award Committee.

Staff and Curriculum Development


