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Conducting Normal Business During Strange Times
As our team at MOBOCES began preparing materials for this month’s Board of Education meeting, we realized how 

strange it seemed to be sharing program spotlights and students successes when schools were not actually in session. We 
know that to some people, it may seem out of touch with the reality of our present situation to be rehashing campus news 
that seems like it happeend a lifetime ago. We felt that way too. But we also believe that, although students and teachers 
are not campus right now, our mission to educate students and support districts hasn’t changed. 

Schools have always been asked to adapt, adjust, be flexible, do more with less, and take on new and more complex 
challenges. So, in that sense, this is no different. Over the past few weeks, our staff and your staff have moved entirely 
to remote and online instruction, including mailing and distributing paper packets to students; prepared and distributed 
or delivered thousands of breakfasts and lunches to students in the region; held hours of planning meetings with local, 
regional and state officials to navigate an ever-changing system; and developed multiple contingency plans to keep our 
employees safe and our schools operational. 

We’ve been awed and inspired by how school personnel across our region and across our state have stepped up to 
do what’s best for students - as they always do. So we are distributing an FYI this month in order to recognize all the 
positives that happened before this crisis hit, to put a smile on your faces, and to serve as a reminder of why we choose to 
lead our schools. 

PRE-K LEARNS ABOUT ORAL HEALTH

MOBOCES pre-k classes learned about dental health in 
February in recognition of National Children’s Dental 

Health Month. 
In Morrisville-Eaton and Canastota, parents visited to help 

their children with tooth brushing and tooth counting activities, 
complete mouth puzzles, sort out healthy and unhealthy foods, 
and read books about visiting the dentist. 

Early Childhood Education
THERAPISTS LEAD STUDENT COOKING GROUP

MOBOCES students at J.D. George Elementary School in 
VVS have begun a weekly Cooking Group activity, led 

jointly by the occupational and speech therapists to help students 
explore new foods.

Each Friday, occupational therapists Toni Vanderlan and Molly 
Creedon and speech therapist 
Lindsay Willson push into the 
three MOBOCES elementary 
classrooms located at JDG for 
food-related exploration activities. 
These have included multi-
sensory sampling of a variety of 
foods with different tastes and 
textures and discussing whether 
students liked the foods or not. 
Students have also cut snowflake 
patterns out of tortillas and then 
eaten their snowflakes. 

Most recently, classes read the 
classic “Chicka Chicka Boom 
Boom” and then used a variety of 
foods – pretzel rods, apple slices, 
raisins and alphabet pasta - to 
recreate the story.

Alternative and Special Education
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Regional Information Center
MODEL SCHOOLS LEADS GOOGLE SLIDES WORKSHOP

MORIC Instructional Team members Kristin Spinella and 
Brittany Reynolds presented an online course for teachers 

across the region to highlight a new way to encourage creative 
writing while students collaborate, communicate, and think 
critically.  

During this course, teachers were shown how to design a 
Choose Your Own Adventure Story by using a Google Slides 
presentation. This will help make stories interactive by allowing 
the reader to make choices that determine the actions of the 
characters and the outcome of the plot. Choose Your Own 
Adventure Stories is an activity that can apply to any grade level 
and subject area.  

Teachers from Camden, Rome, Stockbridge Valley and VVS 
attended this online professional learning opportunity.

DATA LEADER SUPPORTS ONEIDA PLANNING EFFORTS

MORIC Regional Data Leader Amy Konz partnered with a 
team from Oneida at the Target District Institute in Albany 

in February.  This meeting was a convening of district and school 
representatives from across New York State who have a building 
identified as a CSI/TSI 
school. The attendees 
learned how to complete 
a School Comprehensive 
Education Plan 
(SCEP), which is a 
requirement for school 
buildings identified as 
a Target Support and 
Improvement (TSI) School during the 2019-20 school year.  

Amy is working with several districts to assist with planning 
and to provide guidance throughout the year. 

CTE CLASSES VISIT LOCAL BUSINESSES

Manufacturing Technology students visited Danfoss Power 
Solutions, a manufacturing company located on the 

SUNY Polytechnic Institute 
campus, to tour their 
production facility and learn 
more about the company’s 
work. Danfoss engineers 
innovative products that 
integrate electronics, electric 
power and hydraulics. The 
visit allowed students to see 
the manufacturing process 
in person and conduct 
research on the silicon power 
industry.

Auto Collision Repair 
students toured Davidson’s 
CarStar Facility in Rome. 
While there, they toured the 
facility, spoke with a painter 
who showed them their paint 

booth and Axalta paint systems, a repair technician who taught 
them how to use the CarOliner automatic welder, and with the 
shop manager who talked about corporate vs. privately-owned 
facilities and the insurance estimator/adjustor job.

HRC EARNS RED CROSS AWARD

The Red Cross recently recognized the Health Related 
Careers classes for their efforts this year to help collect 

blood. Through two on-campus blood drives, students collected 
56 units of blood this year and earned a $250 classroom 
scholarship for their efforts. During the blood drives, HRC 
students help the Red Cross nurses and staff with donor 
registration, publicity and other tasks as needed.

Career and Technical Education

Management Services
RISK MANAGEMENT EARNS SAFETY AWARD 

Utica National Insurance Group has recognized MOBOCES 
and its Risk Management Service with a 2020 School Safety 

Excellence Award, Titanium with Honors level. This is the highest 
level of recognition in Utica National’s annual safety awards 
program and MOBOCES has been recognized consecutively at 
this level for 11 years.

The school safety program helps participating schools and 
BOCES enhance their overall safety through measurable 
assessments in 14 categories ranging from bullying prevention 
to playground safety. MOBOCES completes this work for its 
own campuses and provides service in these areas to its nine 
component districts.

ART PLC CELEBRATES 5TH ANNUAL ART SHOW

The MOBOCES Art Professional Learning Community (PLC) 
opened its fifth annual “Art: The Common Thread” teacher-

student exhibit on February 
28 at 4 Elements Studio in 
Utica. The show features 
artworks by PLC member 
teachers and selected student 
artists from their schools. The 
annual showcase, organized by 
Canastota art teacher and PLC 
facilitator Kristie Boisen, is a 
way celebrate art teachers’ dual 
role as artists and educators and 
help highlight some of their 
students’ work. 

This year’s show featured 
the works of 20 teachers and 
their students from nine school 
districts: Camden, Canastota, 

Hamilton, Morrisville-Eaton, Oneida, Rome, Vernon-Verona-
Sherrill, Westmoreland and Utica.

Staff and Curriculum Development


