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NEW PLC FOCUSES ON DRONE TECHNOLOGY

Adozen teachers from the MOBOCES region have been 
meeting this year to discuss ways to increase the use of 

drones in the classroom.
During its most recent 

meeting on February 3, the 
new Drone PLC discussed 
new FAA regulations and 
spent time repairing the 
drones they are already 
using with students. Group 
facilitator Tim McKenna, 
a Vernon-Verona-Sherrill 
High School technology 
teacher, worked with Mid-
State Teacher Center Director 
Maria Smith to launch the 
PLC in the fall.

Maria said the 
conversations around drones 

in the classroom has sparked many ideas for student projects 
and curriculum integration as well as training and research 
opportunities for teachers. It has also created a network of 
enthusiastic teachers to support each other with questions and 
challenges.

Tim said using drones is one way to provide students with 
real-world, hands-on opportunities to solve problems, work with 
others, think creatively and practice math, science, coding and 
robotics in an engaging way.

Participants include teachers from Camden, Hamilton, 
MOBOCES, Oneida, Rome, Adirondack and Rome Catholic.

TEACHERS LEARN PBL BASICS IN WORKSHOP

Staff Development Specialist Jon Cornue led a four-day 
Project Based Learning (PBL) workshop for area teachers. 

PBL is a foundational workshop inspired by the work of the 
Buck Institute for Education, New Tech Network, Edutopia, 
and Expeditionary Learning. Through a balanced blend 
of direct instruction, video exploration, resource sharing, 
peer collaboration and feedback, and hands-on work time, 
participants learned how to develop an effective and engaging 
PBL experience in their classrooms.

The 15 participants in the workshop were from: Camden, 
Hamilton, Morrisville-Eaton, MOBOCES, Rome and VVS.

Staff and Curriculum Development Management Services
FOOD SERVICE EARNS POSITIVE REVIEW IN ONEIDA 

The Food Service program received a positive review from 
the NYS Office of Child Nutrition in February for two of its 

Oneida sites – Durhamville Elementary School and Holy Cross 
Academy. At both sites, state auditors noted full compliance 
with all state regulations and offered no corrective action 
recommendations.

During a review, which is completed every three years, state 
auditors examine all aspects of cafeteria management, including 
production records, financial statements, meal prices, free/reduced 
meal applications, parent notification, healthy snack availability, 
student movement through the food lines, and adherence to state 
policies such as meal shaming. They also look at the food being 
served for compliance with nutrition requirements and meal 
components offered.

Auditors complimented 
MOBOCES Food Service 
Manager Hollie Ackerman 
and her Oneida team for their 
organization, the food, drink 
and snack choices offered 
at each grade level, and 
their outreach to parents and 
the public on free/reduced 
guidelines and applications.

MOBOCES LEADS EARLY LEARNING DISCUSSIONS

Early Childhood Director Colleen Wuest participated in two 
regional meetings regarding local and statewide early learning 

needs. 
The New York State Pre-K-3rd Grade Administrators 

Association met February 6 in Syracuse. Colleen is a board 
member for NYSP3AA and helped facilitate a conference call 
with NYSED’s new Director of the Office of Early Learning. 
The group addressed a wide range of topics, including PK-2 
Next Generation Learning Standards, bussing for pre-k, 
mandatory kindergarten, UPK funding streams, and professional 
development for early childhood professionals.

The Madison County Early Childhood Committee met February 
28 at MOBOCES. The group reviewed their vision and goals in 
relation to social-emotional development for children 0-5 and 
they planned for future regional trainings to support local early 
education efforts.

Early Childhood Education



Regional Information Center
MORIC, CANASTOTA GIVE REGIONAL PRESENTATION

MORIC Regional 
Data Leader 

Amy Konz and 
Canastota leaders 
presented at the 
Regional 2 Rural 
Schools meeting in 
February in Syracuse. 
Thirty school districts 
from across New 
York State attended the meeting, which was part of a five-year 
Harvard University study on chronic absenteeism, college 
readiness and college enrollment in rural schools. At the meeting, 
participants discussed data-driven practices to decrease chronic 
absenteeism among students and worked together through a root-
cause analysis. 

Amy also joined Canastota as a presenter for the February 
session in a new monthly parent engagement series called “Setting 
Higher Expectations.” The February session focused on goal 
setting and school improvement, and Amy discussed the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and how ESSA accountability 
designations are impacting the local district.

WEBINAR PROVIDES STATE, REGIONAL UPDATES

The MORIC team presented a regional Bit and Byte webinar 
for technology leaders and administrators from across the 

region on February 4. Key discussion topics included detailed 
statewide updates on computer-based testing and data security and 
privacy. The team also shared information on new service options, 
procurement and contracts, regional pilots of new technology 
tools, upcoming regional events, and an overview of the annual 
district planning meeting resources.

Participants included representatives from Camden, 
Canastota, Oneida, MOBOCES and MORIC.

CAREER EX COMPLETES NUTRITION PROGRAM

Career Exploration students worked with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Oneida County this winter on 

an eight-week interactive 
nutrition and wellness 
curriculum. 

CCE’s SNAP Ed 
Nutritionist Mallory 
Burnham visited the class 
on Fridays from January 
to March. She would 
spend about an hour 
with students each week, 
discussing healthy food 
choices, meal planning, 
physical activity and other 
health and wellness topics. 
She often incorporated 
interactive elements, such as 
a trivia game or a cooking 
demonstration. 

The program helped students explore nutrition and wellness 
topics in class and dovetailed well with the regular cooking 
component of the Career Exploration program. Students 
routinely search for healthy recipes, discuss ingredients and 
food groups, shop as a group and then cook their dishes in the 
classroom kitchen. 

CTE LEADERS PRESENT TO 10TH, 11TH GRADERS

CTE Outreach Coordinator Rachel Helmer and several CTE 
instructors spent February meeting with 10th and 11th 

graders from all nine component school districts about the 
programs available to them next year through MOBOCES. 

Rachel and her colleagues talk with students about the 
benefits of CTE programs, the enrollment process and next 
steps. Each 10th grader received an overview of the entire two-
year course catalog, in preparation for individual student visits 
in March. During those visits, prospective students spend half 
a day at MOBOCES to further explore their program of choice 
before deciding whether to register in April.  

For 11th graders, Rachel talked about the varied one-year 
New Visions offerings, and in many districts, students had an 
opportunity to ask questions of a current New Visions student. 

Career and Technical Education

Adult and Continuing Education
RAS STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT MVCC OPTIONS

Mohawk Valley Community College Representative 
Kathy Kotary visited adult literacy students at the Rome 

ACCESS Site to discuss their options for attending college after 
earning their high school 
equivalency diploma. The 
students were interested and 
engaged and asked Kathy 
many good questions. She 
encouraged students to visit 
MVCC to explore potential 
next steps to continuing 
their education.

BIOLOGY LESSON FEATURES EDIBLE CELL PROJECTS

Alternative Education high school students completed a 
biology lesson on cell organelles. Science teacher Christine 

Curtacci brought in different 
types of candies and, as a group, 
students decided which organelle 
function each candy would 
represent. Students were then 
tasked with creating either a 
plant or animal cell, adding the 
appropriate candies, and creating 
a key describing each organelle 
and its function. Once they 
presented their work, they were 
able to eat their creations.
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