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HUNDREDS PARTICIPATE IN SPECIAL OLYMPICS

More than 300 student-athletes from across the region ran, 
jumped and threw their way through this year’s Special 

Olympics Autumn 
Games, in Canastota.

The games, in their 9th 
year, featured a variety 
of track and field events, 
including shot put, 
softball toss, long jump, 
and running races as well 
as Adaptive Games for 
students with additional 
needs.

The event began with 
the traditional Parade 
of Athletes, led by the 
Canastota High School 
Marching Band and Color 
Guard. Students walked 
in by school delegation, 
and recited the Special 
Olympics Oath.

MOBOCES Education 
Coordinator Laurie Ann 
Ross, an event organizer, 
joined Canastota 
Superintendent Shawn 
Bissetta in sharing 
welcome remarks.

MOBOCES students 
from Alternative and 
Special Education 
programs competed in 
the event, and students 
and staff from both 
Alternative and Special 
Education and CTE 
served as volunteers, 

supporting athletes throughout the day.
CTE Early Childhood Education students staffed the Olympic 

Village, which featured crafts and games for both athletes and 
volunteers to participate in between events.

SUMMIT FOCUSES ON KINDERGARTEN TRANSITIONS

The Early Childhood division helped sponsor the first regional 
Kindergarten Transition Summit on October 25 at SUNY 

Polytechnic Institute to help educators and community agency 
representatives discuss best practices for preparing children to 
begin kindergarten.  

Key topics at the conference included identifying examples of 
successful transition practices, anticipating barriers to successful 
transitions, and ways to secure stakeholder buy-in on transition 
practices. Dr. Joshua 
Sparrow, a faculty 
member at Harvard 
Medical School, 
delivered the keynote 
speech on parent, 
family and community 
engagement. 

Early Childhood 
Director Colleen 
Wuest delivered a 
full-group presentation 
on the importance of 
supporting students and 
families during major 
transitions. She also sat 
on a panel of regional 
educators discussing 
best practices in early 
education classrooms. 
Other panelists included 
representatives from 
Madison, Rome and 
Vernon-Verona-
Sherrill as well as Dr. 
Joanne Joseph, a faculty 
member at SUNY Poly.

The conference was 
presented through the 
United Way’s Ready for Kindergarten (R4K) initiative, a regional 
partnership with schools, parents and community organizations to 
ensure children start school ready to learn and provide resources 
for continued success. More than 200 educators, classroom 
support personnel and community agency representatives 
participated in the event.
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Regional Information Center
REGIONAL SUMMIT FOCUSES ON CYBERSECURITY

The MORIC hosted its 1st Security Summit & IT Expo on 
October 9 to help inform education and technology leaders 

from the region about key cybersecurity issues. The event included 
panel discussions, breakout sessions, representatives from 40 
vendors, and time for regional colleagues to network about 
challenges and successes related to data security. 

A cybersecurity panel included 10 speakers from MORIC, 
Watertown CSD, NYS Education Department and the NYS 
Division of Homeland Security to share information about the 
current cybersecurity landscape. Breakout session topics included 
Data Inventory, Cybersecurity Framework, Comptroller IT Audits, 
Ransomware, Information Governance and Data Security User 
Training. 

The 126 
participants 
represented all four 
BOCES regions in 
the MORIC service 
area, including all 
nine MOBOCES 
districts.

SPECIAL EDUCATION PLC EXPANDS MEMBERSHIP

The Special Education Professional Learning Community 
(PLC) held its first meeting in October with an expanded 

focus for teachers in the region. 
When the PLC began last year, it was geared toward 

secondary special education teachers. This year, the group – led 
by Canastota teacher Michael Knittel - has grown to include 

any interested K-12 special 
education teacher. At the first 
meeting, teachers from across 
the MOBOCES region as well 
as some from the Herkimer 
BOCES region participated. 

This year’s overarching 
goals are to help participants 
engage in meaningful 
professional development and 
to collaborate with colleagues 
from different districts to 
enhance teaching practices. 
This month’s meeting included 
discussions on goal writing, 

progress monitoring, state regulations, sharing best practices 
and sharing strategies across districts. Future topics will include 
transition skills, assistive technology and student engagement. 

Staff and Curriculum Development

Adult and Continuing Education
28 NURSES COMPLETE TRAINING PROGRAM

The BOCES Consortium of Continuing Education presented 
completion certificates this week to 28 students in the 

Adult Practical Nursing program. The students completed their 
program at the Utica ACCESS Site under Master Instructor 
Abagail Pilbeam.

Adult Practical Nursing is an 11-month program that 
offers extensive training, coursework and clinical experience 
in Anatomy & Physiology, Foundations of Nursing, 
Pharmacology, Growth and Development, Nutrition, Medical 
Surgical nursing, Mental Health, Maternal-Newborn nursing, 
Nursing Care of the Child, and Leadership. Graduates are 
prepared to take their PN-NCLEX state board exam for their 

nursing license.
Class Valedictorian 

Narath French, of Utica, 
delivered a humorous 
speech to her classmates 
and Salutatorian Jessica 
Britt, of Whitesboro, led 
the class in the Practical 
Nurse Pledge. Ajianna 
Weathers, of Utica, 
earned the Outstanding 
Performance in Geriatric 
Nursing award, and 
Britt was recognized 
for having perfect 
attendance during the 
program.

HRC VISITS BASSETT MEDICAL CENTER

Seniors in the Health Related Careers classes made their annual 
trip to Bassett Medical Center in Cooperstown on October 11. 

The hospital’s Cardiac Department invites the students to its Up 
Close with Cardiac Surgery 
program, which focuses on 
healthy lifestyle choices 
and overall heart health.  

During their visit, 
students heard an overview 
of anatomy and physiology, 
heart disease and cardiac 
interventions, including 
video of actual angiograms, 
blocked arteries and 
cardiac surgery procedures. 
They participated in 
an interactive EKG 
demonstration and heard 
from a cardiac surgery 
patient who shared his story 
and answered questions.

Career and Technical Education

Management Services
MOBOCES EARNS FIVE NYSPRA AWARDS 

The New York School Public Relations Association (NYSPRA) 
recognized MOBOCES with five awards in its 40th 

Annual Communications Awards, a statewide contest to honor 
schools and BOCES for outstanding print, visual and digital 
communication. 

This year’s awards include recognition for writing, two 
photographs, and social media for MOBOCES as well as a video 
created for the Oneida school district. 


